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Eastern half, with Lwow as its chief town, for its possession was
contested by tjie local Ukrainians—or Ruthenians, as the Poles
designated them. On November n the larger part of Eastern
Galicia was in the hands of the Ukrainians, thanks to Austrian
and German connivance; during the night of October 31-Novem-
ber i, 1918, they seized Lwow. A Ukrainian National Council
proclaimed "The People's Republic of the Western Ukraine,5'
and its territory extended westward in Galicia to the San. Lwow,
however, was a thoroughly Polish city, and its relief was another
problem that had to be dealt with quickly. Teschen was also in
dispute, but a provisional arrangement had been made by the
Poles and the Czechoslovaks, and at least temporarily there was
peace in that ancient duchy.
As for the wider solution of the Polish Question, German
Poland was still legally German. Nothing was settled respecting
the Kresy or Eastern borderlands, where there were German
armies.
CREATES POLISH ARMY
Pilsudski conceived that his most pressing duty was the creation
of a Polish Army. On November 17, 1918, he requested Foch to
send to Poland the "Polish Army in France," but received no
reply. Pilsudski made the best of what lay to his hand: the rem-
nants of the Legions; the Polnische Wehrmacht\ Polish officers and
men who had served in the Austrian, Russian or German armies;
and, above all, his Polish Military Organization, which, after his
incarceration at Magdeburg, had been commanded by Rydz-
Smigly, who used it to raid Austro- German communications in
1918, and afterwards to disarm the Austrians; it now provided
Pilsudski with upwards of 10,000 men.
To disarm and evacuate the Germans without clashes was
essential. Revolution in Germany had found an echo among these
troops, who numbered 80,000 men, 30,000 being stationed in
Warsaw. Beseler, the German Governor-General, disappeared
and his staff dissolved. The Soldiers' Councils the men set up
disregarded their officers, and sought to fraternize with the Poles,
who had begun to disarm them the day before the arrival of

